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Bordner: Inkdeath

Funke, Cornelia. Inkdeath. Chicken House, 2008. ISBN 9780439866286. $24.99. 683 p.
Reviewer: Larysa Bordner
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Books and reading--Juvenile fiction; Characters in literature--Juvenile fiction; Magic-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Inkdeath is the third book in an intriguing series, and it picks up exactly where the last
book, Inkspell, left off. Mo, Meggie, and Resa, are in Inkworld. They have each found their own
places in the story, but unfortunately, Mo's place has put him in great danger. He has become the
Bluejay, a character similar to Robin Hood, and he has created a book that gives the evil ruler of
Inkworld, the Adderhead, eternal life. The only way that Mo can kill the Adderhead is to write
three specific words in the eternal book. Help comes for Mo in the least likely of ways--the
Adderhead's own family. In the meantime, Meggie and Resa are fighting their own battles. In
true fairy tale fashion, though, the hero defeats the evil leader at the end bringing peace to the
land. Finally, Mo, Meggie, and Resa are able to enjoy their new lives in the Inkworld.
Funke creates a believable world filled with seemingly familiar characters. However,
nothing about the story is predictable. In fact, Funke keeps the reader second guessing everything
he/she knows up to the end of the story. Each of the three books in this series-Inkheart, Inkspell
and Inkdeath-flow seamlessly together to create an enchanting story. This story would thrill
readers of many ages, but the mild violence and language add some sensitivity for younger
audiences. This book truly shows the wonder of reading through the characters' experiences, as
well as the reader's. Although long, Inkdeath could be an effective tool to instill a love of reading
in children and teenagers.
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